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About 
WAter School 

A lack of safe drinking water and adequate sanitation 

is the leading cause of illness in developing coun-

tries. Repeated episodes of waterborne diseases 

that cause diarrhea can push children to the brink of 

survival, leaving them weak and malnourished and 

unable to survive common childhood illnesses, let 

alone attend school.  

Water School, an international non-profit based in 

Canada and the US, has a mission to provide simple, 

safe, strategic and sustainable clean water solutions 

to the developing world. Founded by Robert Dell 

and Fraser Edwards in 2007, Water School empow-

ers communities through its proven 3-Step Program, 

which integrates sanitation and hygiene education 

with a simple and sustainable water treatment tech-

nology called Solar Disinfection (SODIS).  Our ap-

proach gives people we train access to clean water, 

not for a few weeks or months, but for life.
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the Problem 
People in rural areas and in developing countries draw their drinking water 

mainly from surface sources such as ponds, rivers and lakes. These same sourc-

es are used by cattle and other livestock and for bathing, washing clothes and 

other domestic uses. Even when improved sources are provided (bore holes, 

rain water harvesting, etc), the water is usually contaminated during collection, 

transport and storage. There is also limited awareness and education of proper 

sanitation and hygiene techniques which compounds the lack of clean water. 

people lack access to safe drinking 
water. World Health Organization

people (mainly children) die every 
year from diarrheal diseases. 88% 
of these deaths are due to a lack of 
access to sanitation facilities, water 
for hygiene and safe drinking water. 
World Health Organization/UNICEF 
Joint Monitoring Programme

4 billion annual cases of diarrhea cause 
school absenteeism and lost education. 
World Health Organization

people, including almost 1 billion 
children – live without basic sanita-

tion. Water Supply and Sanitation 
Collaborative Council
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Water School allocates fundraised dollars 
to help combat these trends in 
the developing world.

The Good News

IT IS PREvENTABlE! 94% of all occurrences 
of diarrhea are preventable

IT CAN BE REDUCED! Improved sanitation 
reduces diarrhea morbidity by up to 32%

IT CAN BE TAUGhT! hygiene interventions 
including hygiene education and promotion 
of hand washing can lead to a reduction of 
diarrheal cases by up to 45%

IT CAN BE BUIlT! Improvements in drinking-
water quality through household water treat-
ment at point of use can lead to a reduction 
of diarrhea episodes by between 35% and 
39%.

the Solution 
The Water School 
3-Step Program
To combat waterborne disease and death related to 

sanitation and hygiene problems, Water School im-

plements a proven, integrated program consisting of 

education about clean water, sanitation and hygiene. 

The program is designed to contribute to the UN 

Millennium Development Goal for Water and Sanita-

tion, specifically “to halve, by 2015, the proportion of 

people without sustainable access to safe water and 

basic sanitation.”

In most of our project areas, the program is intro-

duced through the school system using local teach-

ers in a controlled environment. Children then pass 

on what they have learned about the Water School 

Program to their own homes. Once their families are 

interested and engaged, the program spreads rapidly 

throughout the community. 



SteP 2 

Sanitation
Poor sanitation practices are the leading causes of 

diarrhea. Our program participants are taught to:

SteP 3  

hygiene
Education about hygiene is an integral part of Water 

School’s clean water intervention projects. This step 

emphasizes the importance of good hygiene prac-

tices such as:

SteP 1 
Solar Disinfection 
SODIS
Solar Disinfection (SODIS) is the core element of the 

Water School 3-Step Program. It is a simple, easy to 

teach and sustainable water purification technique us-

ing the ultraviolet rays of the sun and local resources. 

how it works:

SODIS is a scientifically proven technology with 25 

years of research.  With SODIS, 99.9% of bacteria, vi-

ruses and parasites that cause diseases are destroyed. 

400,000 people are now using this program in areas 

served by Water School in East Africa.

1. Place contaminated water in a clear 

plastic bottle

2. Place in the sun for one full sunny 

day or two fully cloudy days

3. Consume the purified water directly 

from the bottle

Build a latrine in their home and keep it 

clean and covered

Keep their home/compound clean and 

free of waste

Avoid collecting water from sources 

that are contaminated.

Washing hands after using the toilet (and 

using soap or ash whenever possible)

Avoiding touching hands with a sick person

Washing hands before eating and washing 

fruits and vegetables before consumption



the imPAct
As children begin to practice the Water School 

Program, the results are almost immediate:

Once the parents see the impact of clean water and 

improved sanitation on their lives and the lives of their 

children, the Water School program becomes a habit 

for health.

Users become advocates of the program, training 

their peers and dispersing the message of clean and 

safe water, sanitation and hygiene.

Up to 86% reduction in dysentery cases and 
67% decrease in diarrhea cases

Increase in school attendance by up to 23%

Closure of a hospital’s dysentery ward in 
Kisoro, Uganda for lack of patients.

Overall: Quality of life increases, lives are saved 

and the fear of drinking water diminishes



hoW You cAn helP

Become an Advocate
help spread the word about Water School in 

your community, at your workplace or place of 

worship. Water School will provide you with 

as many resources as you need to help advocate 

the Water School and our mission.

Follow Us
On Facebook and Twitter

Make an Investment
We rely on the generosity of donors like you to run 

our programs and continue bringing clean water 

solutions to thousands of children and their families. 

We invest your donation in trainers, materials, basic 

local resources, monitoring and continuous follow-up.

Support a School
The best way to reach children is through their schools 

because the existing school framework facilitates the 

logistics of our projects and allows for an organized 

and deliberate transfer of knowledge. Most of our 

projects are implemented through schools.

Individuals, community based groups, churches and 

businesses can help start a Water School project at a 

school for as little as $10,000. For more information, 

please contact the Development Team at 

info@waterschool.com or (888) 800-4722.

host a Fundraising 
Event
Fundraising events are a great way to raise awareness 

about Water School and raise funds for our projects. 

There are many ways to do this, from bake sales to 

golf tournaments, silent auctions to concerts; the list 

is endless and you can be as creative as you like. 

If you or your organization would like to hold a com-

munity event in support of Water School, please con-

tact the Development Team for a Community Event 

Request Form at info@waterschool.com or 

(888) 800-4722.



thAnk You!
your generosity and support is greatly 

appreciated. For more info, please 
contact Water School:

Direct: (888) 800-4722
Email: info@waterschool.com

Website: www.waterschool.com


